
8th Grade Advanced Math Classes  

 

For the 2018-2019 school year, Lake Dallas Middle School will be offering a 
regular Algebra 1 course and a combined Pre-AP Algebra 1/Geometry course for 
8th graders. 

 

Regular Algebra 1 

1) This course will cover the entire Algebra 1 curriculum in one year. 
2) There will be regular work during class time. 
3) Students will receive high school credit for Algebra 1 and the grade will 

appear on the student’s high school transcript.  
4) They will take the Algebra 1 EOC at the end of the year. 
5) There is NO Pre-AP grade point adjustment in the student’s GPA. 

 

Pre-AP Algebra 1 / Geometry 

1)  This course covers both Algebra 1 and Geometry in one year. 
2) We will focus on Algebra 1 in the fall and Geometry in the Spring. 
3) This course is fast-paced and more outside work is required. 
4) Students will receive credit for BOTH Algebra 1 and Geometry on their high 

school transcripts. 
5) The students will be required to take the Algebra 1 EOC. 
6) There WILL BE a Pre-AP grade point adjustment in the student’s GPA. 

 

There are criteria for students to register for either course, but every advanced 
math student is encouraged to sign up for one of them. 



Advanced U.S. History 
A Quick Overview of Information 

 
 Advanced U.S. History will be open to any student who wishes to take the course. 

However, it should be understood that the advanced class is not like the regular 
U.S. history course. The purpose of the advanced History class is to prepare 
students for AP in High school and college level classes and to help them become 
self-reliant.  

 
 Advanced U.S. history is a rigorous program which will include text based 

reading, random pop quizzes over the text reading, DBQ (Document Based 
Question) packets, other outside reading which will be assigned throughout the 
year, DBQ essays, research papers, notes, tests, and other learning activities. 

 
 DBQ (Document Based Question) packets and Essays. DBQ packets contain 

information pulled straight from original sources whether primary or secondary. 
Students will learn to pull information from these documents and be able to 
answer questions as to their meaning and purpose. The first two packets will be 
assigned as class work and students will gain an understanding of them through 
group and class discussion. For the remainder of the year, sub-sequent DBQ 
packets and essays will be assigned as homework and will be the student’s 
responsibility.  

 
 Text reading and pop-quizzes. Students will be responsible for any text reading 

assigned. There will be random pop-quizzes over the readings, which should be 
more than manageable if the student keeps up with the reading.  

 
 Tests. Tests will be given periodically in class to assess student performance and 

comprehension. Students will be informed in advance of any tests given over 
subjects covered in class. Tests will be a composite of several different questions 
including, but not limited to: Multiple choice, true/false, fill in the blank, 
matching, short answer, or FRQ (Free Response Questions) such as essays.  

 
 Research Project. Students will be assigned a research project at the beginning of 

the second semester with a list of specific instructions and requirements. Each 
student will work on the project on their own time during the semester. Since this 
project will take up much time required for this class, other assignments and 
homework will be reduced during the second semester. The research project will 
be due near the beginning of May. Any help needed for this project can be 
obtained during morning tutorials. I will be more than willing to help with any 
problems or questions.  

 
 Other Learning Activities. Other activities may include Historical Readings, 

Review Games, Recitals, and Historical Re-enactments.  
 



 
 Remember, for any assignments, or questions, I am available during morning 

tutorials for any help a student may need.  
 

 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Required signatures for this class. 
 
Student agreement: I, _____________________, pledge to do my part to 
complete the before mentioned assignments to the best of my ability before the 
deadlines. 
 
                                                                                ________________________ 
                                                                                    (Student Signature) 
 
Parent agreement: My child, ___________________________, has my permission 
to take Advanced U.S. History. I will do my part to ensure my child’s success by 
taking an active role in his/her learning.  
 
                                                                                ________________________ 
                                                                                     (Parent Signature) 
 
Teacher agreement: My Texas History student , ___________________________, 
has the work ethic and the ability to take Advanced U.S. History in 8th grade. I 
recommend him/her for this class.  
 
                                                                               _________________________ 
                                                                                (7th Grade TX History Teacher) 
 

 Late work is unacceptable barring extreme emergencies. This is the policy 
of the Advanced History program. It is the students’ responsibility to get 
any and all assignments turned in by the due dates. Since this is a college 
prep class, students need to get into the habit of meeting deadlines.  



8
th

 Grade Advanced Science Information 
 

Instructor: Olivia Stalnaker, M.Ed. 

E-mail: ostalnaker@ldisd.net 

Website: http://www.ldisd.net/Domain/218 

 

Eighth Grade Advanced Science challenges a motivated student to expand their science education beyond that 

of a typical science course. The advanced course moves at an accelerated pace and helps students to develop 

critical thinking skills and experience content background needed to meet the expectations of high school Pre-

Advanced Placement science courses. Technology, engineering, and mathematics are integrated into the 

curriculum.  Success requires both student and parent commitment to the expectations of the advanced science 

program.  

 

Topics covered in 8
th

 Grade Advanced Science: 

 

 Nature of science 

 Chemistry 

 Physics 

 Geology 

 Meteorology 

 Astronomy 

 Ecosystems 

 Experimental design 

 

                                                Please reference the LDMS homepage at the end of the year for details.   

 

                         Approximately four per school year, completed entirely outside of class. 

 

One per month, posted to Edmodo, a secure online classroom platform that        

provides controlled access for students and parents. 

   

 

Absolutely no late work is accepted in Eighth Grade Advanced Science class.   
 

Advanced science student expectations: 

 

 Students are expected to communicate with parents regarding class activities, homework, and project 

due dates. Agendas and assignments are updated and posted on the website to facilitate student access to 

information. 

 

 Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to fully participate in class. Appropriate 

reading and discussion questions assigned as homework must be completed prior to class.  

 

 Students are expected to make their best effort to keep the learning environment productive for 

collaborative group work on a daily basis.   

 

 Students are expected to come to tutorials and ask for help as soon as they recognize the need for 

clarification or require additional help understanding a concept.  Students are welcome to attend tutorials 

at any time to complete homework, work on assignments or projects, and use the class iPads to access 

the internet.   

Summer assignment 

Projects 

Science Current Event 
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Eighth Grade Advance English Language Arts 

Instructor: Deanna Goodnight 

E-mail: dgoodnight@ldisd.net 

 

Advanced English language arts is designed for the student who is motivated to challenge their 
reading comprehension in a deeper and more analytical method, while making application to 
their own lives.  This advanced class is also designed for the student who desires to become a 
more fluent writer. 

Advanced English Language Arts requires a great deal of reading and compositional writing.  
Projects are assigned which require time outside of class to complete.  Daily reading and a 25 
book challenge, are aspects of this class.   

A summer reading assignment is required for this class.  The project assigned with the reading is 
due the first week of school.  

Advanced Language Arts is designed to prepare students for the rigors of advanced reading and 
writing in high school and for building a strong language arts foundation for those that are 
college bound. 

Absolutely no late work is accepted in Eighth Grade Advanced Language Arts. 

 

Advanced language arts student expectations: 

• Students are expected to use a calendar to manage their time and to be informed about 
assignments and due dates. 

• Students are expected to take the initiative for acquiring make-up work when absent. 
• Students are expected to produce quality work. 
• Students are expected to enhance the learning environment by putting forth their best 

effort each day in individual group work, and discussions. 
• Students are expected to keep parents informed about the assignments, grades, and 

due dates. 
•  
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Welcome to 7th Grade Advanced Mathematics  
(Stephanie Campbell, teacher) 

This is going to be an exciting year, as we dive into a combined 7th and 8th grade 
curriculum in preparation for entering algebra a year early.  We will cover all of the 7th 
grade TEKS and almost all of the 8th grade TEKS. 

 
You can expect: 

● To be challenged – strive for the best, but remember that this is a big jump 
from what you’ve done before.  This is an accelerated course, so we are 
moving at a very fast pace.  A “B” in this class is better than an ordinary “A”, 
since this is the pathway into Pre-AP classes.  Taking advanced classes in 
High School is important for a strong college application.  Keep in mind that a 
transcript with challenging classes is desirable, even if the GPA is slightly 
lower.  Since this year’s grade does not carry over into High School, 
this is a good time to adjust to higher standards and greater challenges 
(even if it means getting your first “B” ever.) 

● To spend every minute of class time doing math – off-task or time-wasting 
behavior will not be tolerated.   

● About 25-30 minutes of homework four nights a week – like music or sports, 
math requires both learning concepts and practicing skills.  Homework is 
practice.  Because we are going at double pace, practicing at home is 
necessary. 

 
Internet access:   All assignments will be listed on the class web-site.  Bookmark it 
and check it often.  Some assignments will be turned in online.  All homeworks and the 
vast majority of class materials will be available on Google Classroom.  If you do not 
have access to the internet at home, you will need to arrange to spend some time:  1) 
in the school library, 2) in a public library, or 3) with a friend or relative who has 
internet.  If you are not able to do this, let me know right away! 
 
Projects – We will do two or three projects during the year.  Some in class, but some 
may require outside time.  You will have enough warning to do a little each day, during 
your homework time, so you won’t have to do it all at once. 
 
Vocabulary –  For each unit, the vocabulary is posted on the website and on 
Quizlet.com.  Studying is almost entirely on your own time.  The quiz happens near the 
end of the unit. 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Website – Middle School webpage, click on “Staff”, then my name. 
E-mail – scampbell@ldisd.net  (Reaching me by e-mail is quicker and more effective 
than by telephone.) 
Phone – Call the front office, and leave a message for me to return your call. 
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Information about Mr. Cole’s 2018-2019 Language Arts classes (in no particular order): 
 
Next year will be my 26th year teaching in the Lake Dallas Independent School District. I’ve 
taught 6th, 7th, and 8th graders at different times and in different combinations. I taught Math, 
Social Studies, English, Reading, and “Language Arts Block” at various times. I’ve primarily 
been an EXCEL (“gifted and talented”) teacher for 20 years or so.   
 
My curriculum priorities change from year to year, depending on changes in my specific job 
assignment and/or changes in state testing. This year they’re something like: 
 
1) Make sure that the 7th graders do well on the STAAR Reading test and the STAAR Writing 
test. 
2) Make sure that all of my students are practiced and comfortable writing a wide variety of 
things: essays, stories, poems, articles, letters, etc. I have them write often, and try to give them 
good feedback so they can keep improving with everything they write. 
3) Allow students to read a good book that they enjoy for 20-30 minutes most class days. (See 
below for more details.) 
4) Improve the students’ vocabularies and grammar skills by means of special systems I’ve 
created over the years. 
5) Two things students seem to having the most trouble with when they’re writing are 
homophones (there/their/they’re and to/too/two and others like that) and apostrophes. Most 
grading periods we’ll do at least one homophone assignment, probably an apostrophe 
assignment, and usually an editing assignment (a story or essay with an error on each line that 
the kids need to find and circle). I will also teach the proper use of parentheses, colons, semi-
colons, dashes, slashes, and ellipsis points and we’ll have occasional assignments with these 
pieces of “advanced” punctuation. 
 
We’ll read novels most days for 20 or 30 minutes at the beginning of class. I have an excellent 
collection of Young Adult Fiction (class sets of novels). The students must read at least one of 
these novels per nine weeks’ grading period and do a short assignment about it.  

I’m looking forward to another year of teaching. 

 

Sincerely, 

Brett Cole 

 

 



 


	8th Grade Advanced Math Classes
	Advanced History requirements.
	Advanced Science Expectations_2018_Parent night
	Eighth Grade Advance English Language Arts
	Parent meeting handout

