
Lake Dallas High School 
Journalism I & Newspaper I-III 

Syllabus

INSTRUCTOR: Ms. Doe
ROOM: 203 
EMAIL: jdoe@ldisd.net
~

Course Goals 
Journalism I is a survey of the basic concepts of reporting and non-fiction writing.  Students will 
encounter various article formats and work towards developing their voice using various writing 
styles.  They will uncover the history of journalism and speculate on the direction that this noble 
profession will take in the future.  They will discuss journalistic ethics and think critically about 
bias in reporting.  Students will be grounded in the major traditions, celebrated journalists, and 
professional integrity of the discipline.  

Much of the course will focus on the students developing and improving their writing in a variety 
of styles and formats.  Voice, tone, syntax, vocabulary, structure, and editing techniques will all 
be addressed in a writing workshop atmosphere.    

This course is meant to prepare students to continue on into either Newspaper to be on the staff 
of The Patriot Press, or Photojournalism to be on the staff of the yearbook.     

Newspaper I provides students study and hands-on experience in the process of producing a 
newspaper. Opportunities and activities in the course develop students who learn and practice 
the writing and editing skills necessary to design a newspaper; study the legal, moral, and 
ethical issues surrounding media production; refine their writing skills to ensure accuracy and 
consistency in style; and practice the elements of newspaper writing. 

Newspaper II & III is designed to provide advanced training for students in the techniques of 
editing and producing a school newspaper. Emphasis is placed on the carry-over and 
advancement of the basic skills introduced in Newspaper I. At this level, students contribute to 
the production of the school’s newspaper. 

Class Policies 

ALL PVHS RULES & POLICIES APPLY AND WILL BE ENFORCED. 

Be on time and in your desk when the bell rings 

Spend the first 15 minutes of class reading a journalistic publication (either newspaper or 
magazine) 

Turn in all assignments on deadline 

Attend functions that you are assigned to cover or arrange a replacement in case of extreme 
emergency 

Show respect for everyone: teacher and peers alike. We will speak one at a time! 

We will be doing fundraisers to help expand the equipment available for our use in our room. 

Know that there is no room for horseplay, food or drink around computer equipment. Treat 
your room as you would your own home…We pretty much live here...it is our home away from 
home! 

Much time will have to be spent outside class writing, interviewing, editing etc. Class time is 
precious and we MUST have articles in order to layout during class time which is when we want 
to layout! 



Daily Schedule 
Journalism I:  
 
Journalism students will receive an overview of the basic concepts of reporting and non-fiction 
writing. It will include the following topics: 
 
History of Topography and Printing  
Introduction to Print Media  
Introduction to Electronic Media  
Diversity in the Media  
The History of Newspapers  
The First Amendment  
Publishing Design Basics  
Principles of Photo Composition  
Principles of Journalistic Writing  
Desktop Publishing  
 
The class will generally follow the schedule outlined below, but modifications will be made as 
necessary. 
 
10-15 minutes: Current Event Discussion/Daily News Summary 
20-30 minutes: Daily Lesson  
5 minutes: Announcement & Reminders 
30-45 minutes: Worktime (may include writing assignments for The Patriot) 

5 minutes: Cleanup & reminders 
 
Newspaper I-III: 

Students in Newspaper I are beginning the first year on the Newspaper staff. A majority of 
Newspaper I students began to develop the necessary skills to be a successful member of the 
staff in the introduction to Journalism, but some students received special permission to enter 
Journalism I without completing the introduction to Journalism. For the Journalism I & II class, 
the students have spent the past years developing the skills required to help lead and develop a 
successful newspaper. Mini-lessons will address the skills the students need to continue to grow 
as journalist and leaders. The class will generally follow the schedule outlined below, but 
modifications will be made as necessary. 
 
10-15 minutes: Current Event Discussion/Daily News Summary 
15 minutes: Daily Lesson (Journalism I) OR Editors Meeting (Newspaper) 
5 minutes: Announcement & Reminders 
50-55 minutes: Worktime 
5 minutes: Cleanup & reminders 

 
*NOTE: There will be times when students will teach the daily lesson. As the year progresses 
the lesson will be tailored to fit the needs of the staff and students will present skills they have 
acquired. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



After School Workdays 

Since the class is responsible for publishing the school newspaper, it might be necessary for the 
students to work before or after school in the publications lab. A student may not work in a 
publications lab without Ms. Little’s permission and knowledge. At the beginning of the week, 
Ms. Little will inform the students of when the publications lab will be open for independent work. 
 
For each paper issue, there will be 4-5 after school workdays (one each week and possibly two 
the week of final production). For each day there are different responsibilities. Each student may 
not need to attend every workday, but he or she needs to ensure that he or she has fulfilled any 
responsibilities. If a student knows he or she will not be able to attend a workday, the student 
can be cleared from attending by completing all required tasks. If a student has not met his or 
her responsibilities, attendance is mandatory. If there a special circumstance develops, the 
student should speak to Ms. Little as soon as possible. 
 

Press Pass & Coverage of Events 

Participation on the school newspaper staff affords students with more freedom than most other 
classes. It also requires them to exhibit a high degree of maturity and good judgment. As 
members of a group that produces a concrete product that will be distributed to and read by 
both students and adults, those on the staff can be expected to hold to accepted journalistic 
standards and ethical practices. As individuals they are recognized as representatives of the 
paper even if they are not actually on assignment. When students are gathering information for 
the paper, he or she must wear his or her press pass. When the press pass are distributed the 
students will sign an agreement to not abuse the privilege. If a student abuses the privileges, his 
or her press pass will be taken away, and he or she will not be able to leave the room to 
conduct interviews or use the press pass for events free of charge for newspaper coverage. 
 

Materials 

The following items should be brought to class daily unless otherwise noted. 
- PVHS Agenda 
- Binder with dividers 
- Reporter’s Notebook (a small, portable notebook) 
- USB Flash Drive (suggested) 
- Press Pass (provided by the teacher) 
 

 
Evaluation 

Quarterly Grades 
Assessment will be conducted on a point system for Newspaper I-III (Journalism I will do many 
of these assignments, but will also have quizzes, tests and projects based on curriculum 
covered in class). There are five/six assignments that will provide the basis for the student’s 
grade.  
- Current Events  
- Photography Assignment  
- Issue Assignments 
- Brainstorming Assignment  
- Beat Assignment  
 
Midterm & Final Exam 
Since Newspaper is a production-based class, the midterm will be a combination of reflection 
and application. A percentage of the midterm and final exam will be a portfolio, which will allow 
the student to reflect on his or her growth. The second half of the exam will be an application 
portion based on the student’s level in the class. Journalism students will be evaluated on topics 
covered over the course of the semester including multiple choice questions and a writing 
assignment. 
 
 



Deadlines and Attendance 

Journalism I & II is class that requires extra work and dedication on the part of the staff. Often it 
is necessary for students to come in before school or after school to work on the paper. I 
understand that the students have busy schedules, and I try to work out any conflicts with the 
students to help produce a paper the staff can be proud of. 
 
To help the staff and their families will planning, a list of the deadlines and workdays for each 
edition will be given at the beginning of each production cycle (once a month).  
 
If the student is absent, the deadline does not change. The student needs to remain in contact 
with their editors and advisor in the case of an absence that impacts deadline. A contact sheet 
will be given to each student once editors have been selected.  
 

Plagiarism 

Students are expected to be familiar with the PVHS policies regarding academic dishonesty as 
outline in the Student Handbook. If a student submits work that is not his or her own, he/she will 
lose all points earned for working on the article, and a meeting between the parent, advisor, 
counselor, and student will be set to discuss if the student should continue with the class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Student’s Name: _____________________________________ Block: _______ 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian: 
 
Please review this syllabus with your son or daughter and return this page to Ms. Little. I would appreciate 
it if you would complete the contact information below, and designate if the phone number is a work, 
home, or cell number. 
 
Your son or daughter will receive 5 points extra credit for the first quarter, if one parent/guardian emails 
Ms. Little at kristie.little@lcps.org using the email address they would like Ms. Little to use to contact 
them. The subject line should be Journalism/Newspaper. In the body of the email, please include the 
name of the student and one fact about your student you think I should know as his or teacher. This will 
be the email address I will use to contact the parent/guardian throughout the school year. 
 
The syllabus should remain in the front of the student’s Journalism binder. Thank you so much; I look 
forward to working with you and your son or daughter throughout the upcoming year. 

**************************************************************************************************** 
I have reviewed this syllabus and understand the requirements of this course. I understand that 
my son or daughter can receive 5 points extra credit if I email Ms. Little at an email address 
where I can be reached. 
 
 
__________________________________________________ _______________ 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature Date 
 
 
I have reviewed this syllabus and understand the requirements of this course. 
 
 
__________________________________________________ _______________ 
Student’s Signature Date 
 
 
Guardian #1: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to Student: ________________________________________________________ 
 
____Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
____Email Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Guardian #2: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to Student: ________________________________________________________ 
 
____Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
____Email Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
*Note: Please check preferred method of contact. 


